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Minister Allawi and I have urged the U.N. 
to send more personnel to help ensure the 
success of the Iraqi elections. 

The war for Iraq’s freedom is a fight 
against some of the most ruthless and brutal 
men on Earth. In such a struggle, there will 
be good days, and there will be difficult days. 
But every day, our resolve must remain the 
same: Iraq, America, and our coalition will 
stand firm; and Iraq will be free; the world 
will be more peaceful; and America will be 
more secure. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:45 a.m. on 
September 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
25. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 24 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Prime Min-
ister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Govern-
ment. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Proclamation 7821—Gold Star 
Mother’s Day, 2004
September 25, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans have always answered the call 

to serve our Nation. Many brave American 
men and women have made the ultimate sac-
rifice to defend freedom’s blessings, and no 
one feels their loss more deeply than their 
mothers. On Gold Star Mother’s Day, we re-
member these mothers who have suffered 
the loss of a son or daughter through service 
to our country. We honor their courage and 
perseverance and the memory of their chil-
dren. 

Across our Nation, these compassionate 
and generous women are volunteering to 
serve veterans, helping families of service 
members, supporting educational programs 
that promote patriotism and citizenship, and 
turning their grief into action. They inspire 
all Americans with their compassion and 
service. On this day, people across America 
join together to honor our Gold Star mothers 

and send our gratitude, prayers, and best 
wishes to them and to their families. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as 
amended), has designated the last Sunday in 
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 26, 
2004, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon 
all Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the 
American people to display the flag and hold 
appropriate meetings in their homes, places 
of worship, or other suitable places as a pub-
lic expression of the sympathy and respect 
that our Nation holds for our Gold Star 
Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand four, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:04 a.m., September 28, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 29.

Remarks in a Discussion on 
Education in Springfield, Ohio 
September 27, 2004

The President. Thank you all for being 
here. Appreciate you being here. Thanks for 
coming. Thank you all. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Okay, thanks. We got to 
get started here. Thank you. Thank you all 
for coming. Please be seated. I’m honored 
so many came out. Thanks for the warm wel-
come here in Springfield. It’s such a pleasure 
to be here. I’m excited to be here. 

I’ve come to let you know that I’ve got 
a reason for seeking the vote again, that I’m 
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